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From the Chair’s Desk 
Jan Stets, University of California - Riverside 

 
I am pleased to announce the winners of our section 
elections: 
 
1. Chair-Elect: Christine Horne, Washington State University 
 
2. Council Members: Gabi Abend, New York University; Ko 
Kuwabara, Columbia University; and Lynette Spillman, 
University of Notre Dame 
 
3. Student Representatives: Candice Robinson, University of 
Pittsburgh; and Sam Stabler, Yale University 
 
Please join me in congratulating them! Thanks to all the 
members who agreed to run for our section's elections this 
year. We are grateful for your willingness to serve the section. 
And, thanks to the nominations committee for putting 
together an excellent slate of candidates. 
 
I am pleased to announce the winners of our section awards: 
 
1. Distinguished Career Award:  
Lynn Smith-Lovin, Duke University 
 
2. Outstanding Published Book Award:  
Jennifer Reich, University of Colorado, Denver for Calling the 
Shots: Why Parents Reject Vaccines (2016, New York: New York 
University Press). 
 
3. Outstanding Published Article Award:  
Robert Braun, Northwestern University for “Religious 
Minorities and Resistance to Genocide: The Collective 
Rescue of Jews in the Netherlands during the Holocaust.” 
American Political Science Review 119 (1) 127-147. 
 
Honorable Mention:  
Ashley Harrell, University of Michigan and Brent Simpson, 
University of South Carolina for “The Dynamics of Prosocial 
Leadership: Power and Influence in Collective Action 
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Groups.” Social Forces 94(3): 1283-1308.  
 
4. Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award:  
Louisa Roberts, University of South Dakota for “Changing Global Attitudes toward 
Homosexuality: The Influence of Global and Region-Specific Cultures, 1981-2012.”  
 
Please join me in congratulating them! And, thanks to the section committees for all of their 
hard work!  
 
 
 

 
Section Activities During the 2017 ASA Meetings in Montreal. 

 
Joint Reception: Sections on Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity; Social Psychology; and 
Sociology of Emotions�. 
Saturday, August 12, 6:30 – 8:00pm 
Meeting Organizers: Jan Stets, Amy Kroska, and Amy Wilkins 
La Vieux Dublin Pub, 636 Cathcart  
 
AMSS Council Meeting  
Sunday, August 13, 7:15-8:15am.  
Eggspectation Complex Desjardins, 190 Rue-Sainte-Catherine 
 
AMSS Open Paper Session 253 
Sunday, August 13, 12:30pm 
Palais des Congres de Montreal, 514B 
 
This session features papers that advance the study of altruism, morality, and social solidarity 
through empirical examinations of social phenomena relevant to these topic areas, including 
volunteering, generalized trust, and moral and symbolic boundaries. 
 
Session Organizer: Monica Whitham, Oklahoma State University 
Presider: Gretchen Peterson, University of Memphis 
  
Durable Civic Disparities across Local Areas in the US: Civic Deserts, Hotspots, and Their Destinies. 
Dingeman Wiertz, University of Oxford; Chaeyoon Lim, University of Wisconsin Madison  

Education, Perceived Control, and Volunteering. Joonmo Son, National University of Singapore; John 
Wilson, Duke University  

The Moral Boundaries that Impact Support for the Troops. Alexis Pang, New York University  

Theists as “Other”?: Symbolic Boundaries Based on Freethought Values. Amanda Marie Schutz, University 
of Arizona  

AMSS Refereed Roundtable 294 
Sunday, August 13, 2:30 – 3:30pm 
Palais des Congres de Montreal, 520A 
Session Organizer: Kelly Bergstrand, University of Texas, Arlington 
 
Table 01. Individuals' Behaviors and Attitudes  
Table Presider: Maria Cristina Ramos Flor, Duke University  
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Assessing the relative effects of volunteerism over charity on concerns of poverty and racial equality. 
Katherine Comeau, University of Notre Dame  
 
How and Who to Help: Responses to Unethical-Prosocial Actions and the Restoration of Stigmatized 
Identity. Maria Cristina Ramos Flor, Duke University  
 
Pitirim A. Sorokin's Theory of Solidarity and Antagonism. Vincent Jeffries, California State University -
Northridge  
 
Public Benefit Reception and Support for Redistribution. Bolette Danckert, University of Copenhagen; 
Peter Thisted Dinesen, University of Copenhagen; Kim Mannemar Soenderskov, Aarhus University  
 
Table 02. Morality in Professions 
Table Presider: Katrina Running, Idaho State University  
 
Corrosion of Professional Ethics: Rural Teachers in Neoliberal China. Dan Wang; Yisu Zhou, University of 
Macau  
 
Emotion Management and the Professional Culture of Administrative Social Workers in Russia. Olga 
Alexandrovna Simonova, The Higher School of Economics 
 
Teach for (which) America? : The politics of the moral discourse of Teach for America. Benjamin Ray  
Foley, Rutgers 
 
Why Do People Volunteer? The Conceptualisation and Measurement of Socially-driven and Market-
driven Dispositions towards Volunteerism. Burak Sonmez, University of Essex  
 
Table 03. Religion and Civic Values  
Table Presider: Elisabeth Becker 
 
The Effects of Provincial and Individual Religiosity on Deviance in China: A Moral Community Thesis.  
Xiuhua Wang, Baylor University; Sung Joon Jang, Baylor University 
  
The Ethical Substance of Salvation: Materialism and Religious Rejection of the World in Contemporary 
Islam. Elisabeth Becker 
 
AMSS Business Meeting 
Sunday, August 13, 3:30 – 4:30pm 
Palais des Congres de Montreal, 520A  
�Session Organizer: Jan Stets 
 
 
Morality, Rationality, and Collective Action Paper Session 515:  
Co-sponsored with the Rationality and Society Section. 
Tuesday, August 15, 10:30 – 12:30am 
Palais des Congres de Montreal, 512G 
 
This session contains papers that discuss morality and rationality issues related to collective 
action problems in the broad sense. This includes also work on social dilemmas, social solidarity, 
etc. We want to trigger in particular discussion on how moral and rational perspective can be 
combined, can complement each other or contradict each other for understanding behavior in 
collective action problems. The session contains theoretical as well as empirical contributions. 
 
Session Organizer: Jody Clay-Warner, University of Georgia  
Presider: Vincent W. Buskens 
 
A two-year longitudinal comparison of three measures of Social Value Orientation. Dieko M Bakker, 
University of Groningen; Jacob Dijkstra, University of Groningen  
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Altruism and Social Optimality in Finite Strategic Games. Lin Tao, Peking University 
 
Deep Edges: Online Communities as Social Movement and Social Organization. Ryan James Parsons, 
Princeton University 
 
Mimicry, empathy and its relation to pro-social behavior. Axel Franzen, University of Bern; Sebastian 
Mader, University of Bern  
 

 
 

 
New Webinar Series 

 
The section on Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity is delighted to announce the launch of a 
webinar series exploring the broad range of research topics that fall under the AMSS umbrella! 
 
This ongoing Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity webinar series will allow interested 
scholars from across many different ASA sections to come together in a virtual meeting room 
and hear invited presentations, research, and talks from prominent scholars in the field in real 
time; all talks will happen live and be recorded. Each talk will be followed by a Q&A session with 
the speaker. 
 
We are pleased to introduce the inaugural Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity webinar, 
"Escape from Empathy and Altruism: The Case for Sociologically Mindful Compassion" by 
Matthew T. Lee, University of Akron.  
 
The webinar will take place Monday, June 19th, from 2:00-3:00pm EST. 
 
Matthew T. Lee, PhD, is Professor of Sociology and Fellow of the Experiential Learning Center at 
the University of Akron, where he teaches classes such as "Love in Action" and "The Meaning of Life."  He 
has served as Chair of the American Sociological Association’s Section on Altruism, Morality, and Social 
Solidarity and is co-editor of the new book series Palgrave Studies in Altruism, Morality, and Social 
Solidarity.  He is Vice President of the Institute for Research on Unlimited Love and Program Facilitator for 
Heart to Heart Communications.  He previously served as President of the North Central Sociological 
Association and as Vice President of the Center for Restorative Justice of North Central Ohio.  His research 
on topics such as immigration and crime, substance abuse, altruism/compassion, and spirituality has 
been published by Oxford University Press and in such journals as Criminology, Social Psychology 
Quarterly, Social Problems, and Youth & Society.  
 
To be sent an access link to join the webinar, register at the following with your name 
and email address:  
 
(https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfx2HgU7T9zNyjQfmpm_sk68tQJnofT9fVWoLG
kx4Zys7jgAg/viewform?usp=sf_link) 
 
Chelsea Rae Kelly and Shai Dromi 
AMSS Webinar Series Team 
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New Book Series 
 

Palgrave Studies in Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity  

Please consider submitting your book proposal to the editors of the series Palgrave Studies in 
Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity. This series builds on the foundation provided by 
the well-received The Palgrave Handbook of Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity (2014). This new 
series welcomes proposals for monographs, edited collections, and shorter form books (Palgrave 
Pivots). The series aims to reach scholars in sociology and other disciplines as well as a few 
interested lay readers.  
 
Contributions to the series can make use of a range of theoretical approaches, including symbolic 
interactionism, conflict theory, rational choice theory, personalism, Marxist theory, systems 
theory, and identity theory.  
 
To discuss any relevant projects, please contact:  
 
Peter L. Callero, Western Oregon University callerp@wou.edu  
Matthew T. Lee, University of Akron mlee2@uakron.edu  
Jane A. Piliavin, University of Wisconsin jane.piliavin@wisc.edu  
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Announcements 
 

From: Vincent Jeffries, past section chair 
 
To: Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity Section 
 
Topic: Developing the study of altruism, morality, and social solidarity 
 

April 14, 2017 
 
Dear friends, 
 
I think we would all agree that the study of altruism, morality, and social solidarity is an 
important endeavor. Establishing our section has been a significant first step. Still, much needs to 
be done to further the growth of the field, thereby increasing its contribution to knowledge and 
understanding, benefiting both the science of sociology and the general public welfare. 
 
A crucial need at this time is to have courses at both the undergraduate and graduate levels.  
These can provide a valuable foundation to students who may consider the subject of our section 
as a field of specialization in their graduate studies and future scholarly work.  
 
For these courses, we now have a foundational source that can be used as an instructional base 
and in some instances, particularly graduate seminars, as a text. In 2014, the Palgrave Handbook of 
Altruism, Morality, and Solidarity, which I had the honor of editing, was published by Palgrave 
Macmillan.  
 
Please do consider giving a course in altruism, morality, and social solidarity at undergraduate 
and /or graduate levels. Such courses will greatly further the growth and contributions of our field 
of study. The end result of the work of our section can be a positive, dynamic force in benefiting 
society!  
  
Many thanks for your consideration of these matters.     
 
Best regards to each and all. 
Vincent 
 
Jan Stets adds: 
There is already a small bank of syllabi on our website 
at https://sites.google.com/site/altruismmoralitysolidarity/syllabi-bank to help get you started if 
you would like to offer such a course. For those of you who have offered courses and they are not 
posted on our website, it would be great if you could email them to Beau 
Weston beau.weston@centre.edu, Shai Dromi shai.dromi@yale.edu, or Xiaohong 
Xu socxuxh@nus.edu.sg. They will be very helpful to others moving forward.  

 
 

Beyond Positivism Conference 
 

The Critical Realism Network, directed by Professor Philip Gorski, would like to invite you to 
the Beyond Positivism Conference 2017 (http://criticalrealismnetwork.org/beyond-
positivism/ ). This conference will bring together social scientists interested in engaging critically 
and envisioning what a post-positivist social science looks. 

Location: Montreal, Canada 
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Dates: 8 – 10 August, 2017 

Organizers: Professor Philip Gorski (Sociology, Yale University) and Professor George 
Steinmetz (Sociology, University of Michigan). 

Conference Plenary Speaker List: Margaret Archer, Douglas Porpora, Webb Keane, Gary 
Alan Fine, Claire Decoteau, Alford Young, Christopher Winship, Ruth Groff, Daniel Little, and 
many more.   

 
International Positive Psychology Association 
Fifth World Congress on Positive Psychology 

 
The Fifth World Congress on Positive Psychology will be held in Montréal, Canada on July 13-
16, 2017. 
 

Publish with AMSS 
 
The Publications Committee welcomes substantive contributions from members, such as: 
 
* Short essays related to the theoretical and empirical focus of our section (in formal academic 
writing style as you would write for newsletters, 500-4,000 words preferably);  
* Research notes and reflections that you would like to share (same as above); 
* Reports about conferences or sessions relevant to our section (2000 words maximum); 
* Reflections on teaching related to altruism, morality, and social solidarity (same as above); 
* Book reviews (500-1000 words); 
 
We also welcome announcements regarding publications, promotions, awards, new books, 
conferences, calls for papers or applications, and such. 
 
We have a new “On the job market” section, where we feature ABDs and PhD’s who are 
currently on the job market. If you would like to be featured please send us the following: 
 
1. Current institution 
2. Education (including expected PhD date for ABD's) 
3. Areas of Specialization 
4. [Optional] - link to website or to CV 
5. Dissertation abstract or description of current research and interest (under 500 words). 
6. [Optional] - Publications -- full reference and link, if available. 
7. [Optional] Selected Fellowships, Grants, or Awards 
8. A photo.  
 
We also have a new syllabus bank on our website, where we already have a collection of 
syllabi relating to altruism, morality, and social solidarity in any combination, broadly conceived. 
Please consider sending us your own syllabi — we would welcome your contribution! 
 
Finally, we also welcome multimedia items, such as links to videos of talks or sessions relevant 
to our section and photos from section events. These will go on our website and on our 
Facebook page. 
 
 
When submitting your contributions, please send a copy to each of us: 
beau.weston@centre.edu, smd327@fas.harvard.edu, socxuxh@nus.edu.sg. 
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Finally, if you haven’t already, please take a moment to visit our website at 
https://sites.google.com/site/altruismmoralitysolidarity/ and to connect to our social media: 
 
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/ASA-Altruism-Morality-and-Social-
Solidarity-Section/214016928763090 
 
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/AMSS_Section 
 
Follow our blog's RSS 
feed: https://sites.google.com/site/altruismmoralitysolidarity/blog/posts.xml 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Beau, Xiaohong, and Shai. 
 

For the Record 
 

2016-2017 ALTRUISM, MORALITY, and SOCIAL SOLIDARITY COMMITTEES 
 
Distinguished Career Award: Nominations by January 15, 2017 to: 
(C) Jonathan Turner, University of California, Riverside  
Kraig Beyerlein, University of Notre Dame  
Paula England, New York University  
 
Outstanding Published Article Award: Send materials by January 15, 2017 to: 
(C) Christine Horne, Washington State University   
Sarah Harkness, University of Iowa  
Ron Simons, University of Georgia   
John Aldecoa, Graduate Student, University of California, Riverside  
 
Outstanding Published Book Award: Send materials by January 15, 2017 to: 
(C) Pam Paxton, University of Texas   
Natalia Sarkisian, Boston College  
Lynn Smith-Lovin, Duke University  
Chelsea Kelly, Graduate Student, University of Georgia  
 
Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award: Send materials by January 15, 2017 to: 
(C) Kevin McCaffree, Indiana University-Purdue University  
Alex Bierman, University of Calgary  
Kaitlin Boyle, Virginia Tech  
Elena Fox, Graduate Student, Kent State University  
 
Membership Committee: 
(C) Vincent Jeffries, California State University, Northridge   
Corey Abramson, University of Arizona  
Samantha Jaroszewski, Graduate Student, Princeton University  
 
Nominations Committee: 
(C) Steve Hitlin, University of Iowa  
Gary Adler, Pennsylvania State University  
Peter Callero, Western Oregon University  
Brent Simpson, University of South Carolina  
Shanna Corner, Graduate Student, University of Notre Dame  
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Publication Committee: 
(C) Beau Weston, Centre College   
Rengin Firat, Georgia State University   
Lori Peek, Colorado State University 
Shai Dromi, Graduate Student, Yale University  
 
Program Committee: 
(Co-Chair) Jan E. Stets, University of California, Riverside   
(Co-Chair) Pamela Paxton, University of Texas, Austin  
Jody Clay-Warner, University of Georgia  
Penny Edgell, University of Minnesota   
Monica Whitham, Oklahoma State University   
 
Roundtable Organizer: 
Kelly Bergstrand, University of Texas, Arlington   
 


