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From the Chair’s Desk 
Jan Stets, University of California - Riverside 

 

Hi All, 
 
As submissions for the ASA meetings approach, I just wanted to 
remind you of our sessions and activities during the 2017 ASA 
Meetings in Montreal. They include the following: 
 
Business Meeting: Section on Altruism, Morality and Social 
Solidarity Business Meeting.  
 Session Organizer: Jan Stets 
 
Refereed Roundtable 60 min: Altruism, Morality, and Social 
Solidarity Roundtables. 
 Session Organizer: Kelly Bergstrand   
 
Paper Session 100 min: Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity 
Open Session. 
 Session Organizer: Monica Whitham 
 
Paper Session 100 min: Morality, Rationality, and Collective 
Action Open Session, Co-sponsored with the Rationality and 
Society Section. 
 Session Organizer: Vincent Buskens   
 
Reception: Joint Reception: Sections on Altruism, Morality, and 
Social Solidarity; Social Psychology; and Sociology of Emotions. 
Meeting Organizers: Jan Stets, Amy Kroska, and Amy Wilkins 
 
Please consider submitting to one of our sessions or our 
roundtables. 
 

ALTRUISM, MORALITY, AND 
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On other news, I am thrilled that the graduate student mentoring program is now being piloted. 
Connecting our newest members with current researchers in the area will generate closer bonds 
both intellectually and personally. There are other news items in the pages that follow. Thanks to 
Beau, Xiaohong, and Shai for putting these items together.  
 
For now, I wish you a Happy 2017 and hope that the new school term starts out good for you! 
 
 

 

NEW: Graduate Student Mentoring Program 
 

Over the past semester, the graduate student representatives to the Council have been working to 
organize new programs aimed at further connecting AMSS section graduate students and faculty 
members. The majority of graduate students and faculty members, who signed up to participate in 
these programs this year, indicated an interest in on-going one-on-one interactions. Thus, a pilot 
mentoring program has been organized between these members, which started in January and will 
continue through August 2017. Most spots for the current academic year have been filled. However, 
a couple of spots are still available if other graduate students would be interested in participating 
this year. If interested, please email Sam Jaroszewski (jarosz@princeton.edu) or Shanna Corner 
(scorner@nd.edu). We hope to expand this mentoring program in the coming years. 

Announcements 
 

Call for Papers: Beyond Positivism Conference 
 

The Critical Realism Network, directed by Professor Philip Gorski, would like to invite submissions for 
papers and panels that advance the cause of post-positivist social science in matters of theory, 
methods, and /or values for the Beyond Positivism Conference 2017 
(http://criticalrealismnetwork.org/beyond-positivism/ ). This conference will bring together social 
scientists interested in engaging critically and envisioning what a post-positivist social science looks. 

Location: Montreal, Canada 

Dates: 8 – 10 August, 2017 

Organizers: Professor Philip Gorski (Sociology, Yale University) and Professor George Steinmetz 
(Sociology, University of Michigan). 

Conference Plenary Speaker List: Margaret Archer, Douglas Porpora, Webb Keane, Gary Alan Fine, 
Claire Decoteau, Alford Young, Christopher Winship, Ruth Groff, Daniel Little, and many more.   

Call for Papers: Advance the cause of post-positivist social science in matters of theory, methods, 
and /or values. 
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Short biography (150 words or less) that includes author’s name, university affiliation, and position. 

 Paper Title (15 words or less), Abstract (300-500 words), Keywords 

Panel Proposals: Panels are limited to 3 presenters and proposals must include: 

• Panel title (15 words or less) 

• Brief overview of the panel session (100 – 150 words) 

• 3 abstracts for the presentations (300-500 words) 

• Keywords 

• Short biography (150 words or less) of each presenter that includes author’s name, university 
affiliation, and position. 

Submission Deadline: January 31, 2017 

Submission Instructions: Please submit your abstract in the following format to 
criticalrealismnetwork@gmail.com   

Submission Format: All submissions must be in the form of a PDF or a Microsoft Word format (.doc, 
.docx) in this format: Name_Short_title (e.g. Rutzou_what_is_critical_realism).  

 

Call for Abstracts: 2017 Junior Theorists Symposium 

Montréal, Canada August 11, 2017 

SUBMISSION DEADLINE: February 20, 2017  

We invite submissions of extended abstracts for the 11th
 
Junior Theorists Symposium (JTS), to be 

held in Montreal, Quebec, Canada on August 11th, 2017, the day before the annual meeting of the 
American Sociological Association (ASA). The JTS is a one-day conference featuring the work of up-
and-coming sociologists, sponsored in part by the Theory Section of the ASA. Since 2005, the 
conference has brought together early career-stage sociologists who engage in theoretical work, 
broadly defined.  

It is our honor to announce that Richard Biernacki (University of California - San Diego), Julian Go 
(Boston University), and Joey Sprague (University of Kansas) will serve as discussants for this year’s 
symposium. We are also pleased to hold an after-panel entitled, “Theory, the Good Society, and 
Positionality.” The panel will feature Gabriel Abend (New York University), Seth Abrutyn (University 
of Memphis), Hae Yeon Choo (University of Toronto), and Claire Decoteau (University of Illinois at 
Chicago).  
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We invite all ABD graduate students, postdocs, and assistant professors who received their PhDs 
from 2013 onwards to submit up to a three-page précis (800-1000 words). The précis should include 
the key theoretical contribution of the paper and a general outline of the argument. Successful 
précis from last year’s symposium can be viewed here. Please note that the précis must be for a 
paper that is not under review or forthcoming at a journal.  

As in previous years, in order to encourage a wide range of submissions, we do not have a pre-
specified theme for the conference. Instead, papers will be grouped into sessions based on 
emergent themes and discussants’ areas of interest and expertise.  

Please remove all identifying information from your précis and submit it via this Google form. Shai 
Dromi (Harvard University) and katrina quisumbing king (University of Wisconsin - Madison) will 
review the anonymized submissions. You can also contact them at juniortheorists@gmail.com with 
any questions. The deadline is February 20. By mid-March we will extend up to 12 invitations to 
present at JTS 2016. Please plan to share a full paper by July 21, 2017. Presenters will be asked to 
attend the entire symposium and should plan accordingly.  

Finally, for friends and supporters of JTS, we ask if you might consider donating either on-site, or 
through PayPal at this link or to the juniortheorists@gmail.com account. If you are submitting a 
proposal to JTS 2017, we kindly ask that should you wish to donate, you only do so after the final 
schedule has been announced.  

ASA Major Awards Nominations 
 

Until January 31, 2017, ASA is accepting nominations for its nine major awards. 
 
Distinguished Book ASA Major Award 
 
Dissertation ASA Major Award 
 
Excellence in the Reporting of Social Issues ASA Major Award 
 
Jessie Bernard ASA Major Award 
 
Cox-Johnson-Frazier ASA Major Award 
 
Award for the Public Understanding of Sociology ASA Major Award 
 
Distinguished Career ASA Major Award for the Practice of Sociology 
 
Distinguished Contributions to Teaching ASA Major Award 
 
W.E.B. DuBois Career of Distinguished Scholarship Award 
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AMSS Section Awards Nominations 
 
Until January 15, 2017, the Altruism section is accepting nominations for our awards. 
Distinguished Career Award: Nominations by 1/15/17 to Jonathan Turner 
at: jonathan.turner@ucr.edu 
 
Outstanding Published Article Award by 1/15/17 to Christine Horne at: chorne@wsu.edu 
 
Outstanding Published Book Award by 1/15/17 to Jennifer Glanville at: jennifer-glanville@uiowa.edu 
 
Outstanding Graduate Student Paper Award by 1/15/17 to Kevin McCaffree at: kmcca007@ucr.edu 
 

International Positive Psychology Association 
Fifth World Congress on Positive Psychology 

 
Montréal, Canada on July 13-16, 2017. 
 

Publish with AMSS 
 
The Publications Committee welcomes substantive contributions from members, such as: 
 
* Short essays related to the theoretical and empirical focus of our section (in formal academic writing 
style as you would write for newsletters, 500-4,000 words preferably);  
* Research notes and reflections that you would like to share (same as above); 
* Reports about conferences or sessions relevant to our section (2000 words maximum); 
* Reflections on teaching related to altruism, morality, and social solidarity (same as above); 
* Book reviews (500-1000 words); 
 
We also welcome announcements regarding publications, promotions, awards, new books, 
conferences, calls for papers or applications, and such. 
 
We have a new “On the job market” section, where we feature ABDs and PhD’s who are currently on 
the job market. If you would like to be featured please send us the following: 
 
1. Current institution 
2. Education (including expected PhD date for ABD's) 
3. Areas of Specialization 
4. [Optional] - link to website or to CV 
5. Dissertation abstract or description of current research and interest (under 500 words). 
6. [Optional] - Publications -- full reference and link, if available. 
7. [Optional] Selected Fellowships, Grants, or Awards 
8. A photo.  
 
We also have a new syllabus bank on our website, where we already have a collection of syllabi 
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relating to altruism, morality, and social solidarity in any combination, broadly conceived. Please 
consider sending us your own syllabi — we would welcome your contribution! 
 
Finally, we also welcome multimedia items, such as links to videos of talks or sessions relevant to our 
section and photos from section events. These will go on our website and on our Facebook page. 
 
When submitting your contributions, please send a copy to each of us: 
beau.weston@centre.edu, smd327@fas.harvard.edu, socxuxh@nus.edu.sg. 
 
Finally, if you haven’t already, please take a moment to visit our website at 
https://sites.google.com/site/altruismmoralitysolidarity/ and to connect to our social media: 
 
Like us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/ASA-Altruism-Morality-and-Social-
Solidarity-Section/214016928763090 
 
Follow us on Twitter: https://twitter.com/AMSS_Section 
 
Follow our blog's RSS feed: https://sites.google.com/site/altruismmoralitysolidarity/blog/posts.xml 
 
We look forward to hearing from you! 
 
Beau, Xiaohong, and Shai. 
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